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Title and Abstract

(a) Study design in title/abstract → Page 1 (Title), Page 1 (Abstract – Methods) (b) Informative 
summary → Page 1 (Abstract)

Introduction

Background/rationale → Pages 1–2 (Background section)

Objectives → Page 2 (end of Background)

Methods

Study design → Page 2 (first paragraph of Methods)

Setting → Page 2 (study period and centres described)

Participants (a) Eligibility criteria → Page 2 (b) Selection methods → Page 2

Variables → Page 2–3 (outcomes and exposures defined)
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Bias → Page 2 (selection bias analysis using SMD), Pages 8–9 (Discussion)

Study size → Page 2 (all eligible cases included during study period)

Quantitative variables → Page 2 (categorisation of glycaemic groups)

Statistical methods (a) Statistical methods → Page 3 (b) Subgroup analyses → Page 2
(glycaemic categories) (c) Missing data → Page 3 (complete-case analysis, <3%) (d) Loss to 
follow-up → Not applicable (retrospective study) (e) Sensitivity/robustness analyses → Pages 3 
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Results

Participants (a) Numbers at each stage → Page 3, Figure 1 (Page 7),(b) Exclusions → Page 2 (c) 
Flow diagram → Figure 1 (Page 7)

Descriptive data → Table 1–2 (Page 4)

Outcome data → Table 3 (Page 5)

Main results → Table 5 (Page 6)

Other analyses → Table 4 (Page 5), Table 6 (Page 6), Figure 2 (Page 8)

Discussion

Key results → Page 6 (first paragraph Discussion)

Limitations → Pages 8–9 (Discussion)

Interpretation → Pages 6–8 (Discussion)

Generalisability → Pages 8–9 (Discussion)
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